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Golden Key International Honour Society
Updated September 2023

NEW MEMBER RECOGNITION EVENT SPEECHES FOR CHAPTERS

Introduction and Welcome
(Chapter President)

Good afternoon/evening. Welcome new Golden Key members, new and current Honorary Members, friends and family. I am, ___________________________, chapter President of Golden Key International Honour Society at __________________________ (university name). 

It is my pleasure to welcome our newest members! Today is about celebrating you and all that you have achieved thus far. After all, you are the lifeblood of this Society. 

Throughout this ceremony, you will learn ways to become more involved with Golden Key. You will also gain knowledge of the benefits of being a member. But the most important thing we want you to take away from this event is, as a part of this Society and our chapter, you are part of something much bigger. By becoming a member of Golden Key, you gain much more than a line on your resume; you become part of something greater – an extended family of peers, mentors and connections all working together towards a common goal. Golden Key members from around the globe are united by their commitment to excellence in academics, leadership and service and, through this commitment, better the world around them.

As physician and author George Sheehan said, “Success means having the courage, the determination and the will to become the person you believe you were meant to be.” In other words, he is suggesting that you should realize your potential! Helping you do this is Golden Key’s mission, and we are here for you on every step of your journey. 

The Golden Key International Honour Society was founded in 1977. With over 45 years of rich tradition, we are committed to our pillars: academics, leadership and service. Having chartered more than 400 chapters in 8 countries, Golden Key has established networks that span all levels, from the campus to the world.  Golden Key first chartered a Canadian chapter at McGill University in 1997. Opportunities abound for you to become involved, develop your leadership skills, and realize your potential. 

Golden Key believes in a community built on mutual respect, encouragement and teamwork. As a global organization, we value diversity and respect differences among our members. 
Our constant goal is to make Golden Key the most recognized and respected honor Society in the world.  We plan to achieve this by championing education-based service initiatives, providing value to our members, and building powerful and lasting relationships with corporate and non-profit partners who value excellence in academics, leadership and service.
 
You are a part of all of this now. Welcome to Golden Key!   <lead audience in applause>

It is now my pleasure to introduce to you…
###














GK at the Chapter Level
(Chapter Historian or other officer)

Good afternoon/evening.It is an honour to be here to recognize your achievements today/tonight.  

I would like to congratulate you, our new members, for having proven your academic excellence at this institution by establishing yourselves in the top of your class. For this, you should all be proud. I would also like to recognize family and friends among our new members today, as you have provided the supportive environment in which our new members have thrived. <begin the round of applause>  

Consider our Golden Key chapter here at (UNIVERSITY NAME) your home.  Housed on campuses in Australia, Canada, New Zealand, South Africa, Malaysia, and the United States, chapters provide members with a variety of services and connections that range from leadership and volunteer opportunities to fun networking gatherings and on campus activities.

You have the opportunity to get involved with our chapter right now. Much of what we do involves working with each other, assisting others within the university and community and having fun along the way.  

(Add local information about your own chapter activities, awards won, etc., here.)

I look forward to having each of you involved in our chapter activities this coming year. I encourage you to take advantage of the opportunities Golden Key extends to you. Apply for scholarships, attend leadership summits, become leaders of your chapter and participate with your chapter. A chapter is only as strong as its members, and you are they key to our success.

At this time, it is my distinct pleasure to introduce to you….

(NOTE: Representation from Golden Key HQ should not be expected. New Member Recognition Events can be facilitated by the local chapter officers and advisor(s) with the same degree of authenticity and significance.)
GK at the Society Level
(Other officer or HQ Society Representative)

Golden Key membership begins with recognition of academic excellence and can lead to a lifetime of learning and achievement. It also offers you an opportunity to cultivate leadership skills that will serve you throughout your personal and professional lives. And through service you have the opportunity to contribute to the welfare of your community. 

The Society’s pillars of academics, leadership and service, supported through Golden Key’s programs, will not only help you realize your full potential as a member of our chapter, but also as a member of Society.  

Now that you are a member, you can also take advantage of a multitude of benefits and opportunities through several of the Society’s programs.

Through student recognition programs, you are invited to attend new member recognition events such as this one, receive personalized press releases to announce your achievement in your local paper and have the opportunity to purchase Golden Key graduation honor cords, stoles and merchandise to share your honor with your fellow classmates. 

Through university activities, you can attend and help organize chapter social events, seminars and volunteer for service activities. Golden Key provides a wonderful opportunity to not only become involved in our local chapter, but become involved with the university community as well.

Through Golden Key member benefits, you have access to exclusive Golden Key scholarships and awards and discounts and special offers from a variety of partners. 

The Golden Key Academy is a free online resource where you can explore hundreds of hours of on-demand training and also participate in live webinars. You will find e-books, articles, and videos on the Goldey Key Academy and can connect with other members from around the world. There are also opportunities to serve as an officer at the chapter, regional and international level. If you are interested in a leadership position with our chapter, please come and talk to one of the chapter executive members.

You can also take advantage of numerous discounts on technology, insurance, prep courses and more. 

There’s something for everyone, so don’t let these opportunities pass you by! 
Don’t panic if you did not catch all that… You can always visit our website, www.goldenkey.org, for more information on specific partners and member benefits.

At this time, it is my distinct pleasure to introduce to you our chapter advisor….

###
 Congratulations & Introduction of Officers
(Advisor)

Preparation: Have each officer provide a brief statement about himself/herself to be read during the introductions (name, officer position, major, class standing, future plans, hometown, etc.).  

(Start with own congratulatory comments and motivating statement to get students involved in leadership positions for coming year. Consider a brief testimonial as an inspirational tool.)
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
These officers have been dedicated to fulfilling their responsibilities and bringing the chapter to the next level, so I’d like to take this opportunity to introduce each of them to you. I will be presenting each officer with a Golden Key pin for his/her dedication, leadership and service to the Society.

(Each officer should come to the lectern when his/her name is called to receive his/her pin and to shake your hand. Make sure the pin boxes are open and that the first one is shown to the audience. Introduce each officer in ascending order — e.g. treasurer, secretaries, vice president and president. All officers should remain standing. 

After the chapter president is introduced, say...)

Let’s give the chapter officers a round of applause.
(The officers may be seated.)

All of these officers were once new members like you, and they made the commitment to be active in our chapter. I encourage each of you to consider being an officer AND an active member. Please see any of the officers or me after the program for more information. Thank you.

At this time, it is my distinct pleasure to introduce to you…

Recognition of New Honourary Members
(Honorary Member Liaison or other Chapter officer)

Preparations: Be certain to have a brief introduction (approx. 30-60 seconds) for each Honourary Member. Inform the Honourary Member that he/she has a few minutes (typically 5 to 10 minutes) to speak. Often, honourary members will focus their speeches on academics, leadership, and/or service. Members also usually enjoy hearing a bit about the HM’s journey in life and any lessons or advice they can impart.

Every year, on campuses around the globe, small groups of Honourary Members are inducted into Golden Key. Honourary Membership is conferred to recognize outstanding faculty, administrators and community leaders, who have excelled in their research, teaching, profession or service. 

Honourary Members play an important role here at (college/university name________________). We value all that Honourary Members do to assist our chapter, and to help the Society grow, which includes attending our events, serving as champions of Golden Key on campuses and communities around the world and acting as role models and mentors.

Our first Honourary Member is... 

(Read the introduction of the Honourary Member. If present, call the Honourary Member to the lectern. If absent, say: ______ was not able to join us today. I will make sure that _______ receives this certificate and pin.)

We are presenting (Honourary Member’s name_________________) with a Golden Key pin and a certificate of Honourary Membership, which reads, “Golden Key International Honour Society
	To Whom These Letters May Come
Greetings
	This Certifies That (read first Honorary Member’s name)
As an Honorary Member of the Golden Key International Honour Society and is hereby granted all the Rights, Privileges and Honors thereunto appertaining.  In witness whereof the Seal of the Society and the Signatures of the Council Officers thereof are hereunto affixed.

(Present certificate and pin to the Honorary Member. Optional: The Honourary Member may have a minute to speak after the certificate has been presented.)

Our next honourary member is…

(Read the introduction. Present this Honourary Member with a certificate and Golden Key pin. Do not read the certificate again.)

(After the last honourary member is introduced…)

Please join me in congratulating and thanking all of our new Honourary Members for the great work they do.
###



###

Scholarship Presentation Speech
(Treasurer)

Please note that there are now changes to the funding and procedures for the selection of the scholarship recipients. Your comments will change depending on when your chapter scholarships are awarded. If you are not handing out any scholarships at your NMRE you may disregard this section or you can change it to introduce upcoming scholarships.

Each year, the (university name________________________) chapter of Golden Key International Honour Society presents scholarships to recognize active chapter members who demonstrate an overall commitment to excellence in academics, leadership and service.
These scholarships are funded by our chapter membership drive each year, and we are proud to announce that this year a $____ scholarship will be presented to ___ deserving chapter members this semester/quarter. (This sentence will change based on what your chapter is planning to provide.)   
Please note that our chapter scholarships are awarded later in the year (be specific about when if possible) and chapter participation is a factor in determining the recipients. I encourage you to become involved in our activities so you can be considered for one of these scholarships.
At this time, ______will begin our recognition of the new members in attendance.
###



Recognition of New Members 
(Chapter Officers)

The chapter officer(s) will read the names at the podium. 
It is now time to recognize all of our new members for their outstanding achievement.  When I call your name, please come forward.  (unless you are not bringing people down to the stage and would like them to just stand and be recognized when you call their names. This might be necessary for large groups)

Let’s begin… (call first name).  
(Call the names at a rate so that each member can be recognized. You can also call the names in say sets of 20 and ask for the audience to hold their applause until you get to the end of each set if you have a large group and are asking them to simply stand up in place. As the last person is returning to his/her seat, say the following…)
If your name was not called, please come down now (or stand up if people are not coming to the front).  Please join us in congratulating these new members of Golden Key International Honour Society! (Start the applause.)




###
Reading of the Charge
(Honourary Member or Advisor or Chapter President)

Would all new members and new Honourary Members of the (college/university name ____________________) chapter of Golden Key please stand for the reading of The Charge.

(All persons at the head table should also stand.)
THE CHARGE
You are now inducted as a member of Golden Key International Honour Society. Your selection to Golden Key was based all that you have accomplished. Membership in Golden Key is a privilege and an honor, which bears with it certain responsibilities.
Aspire to maintain and promote high standards of academic achievement. 
Serve as leaders among your peers, as seekers of wisdom. 
Be a person of good character, upholding high moral and ethical standards. 
Let integrity and mutual respect for others guide your every decision and action. 
Endeavor to value and respect each other’s differences. 
Believe that strength lies in inclusiveness and in the ability to collaborate and learn from one another. 
Set the standard for excellence by exploring new possibilities. It is through innovation and perseverance that we can build a better future — together.
Academics, leadership and service will be your guides on the path to realizing your potential. We charge you to make a commitment to support the activities of Golden Key at (university/college name ________________________). 
As a member of Golden Key International Honour Society, you have chosen to live as a seeker of wisdom with an understanding that with the call of leadership comes the duty of service to others. You have demonstrated your ability — now fulfill your potential!
Congratulations to all of our new members.  You should be proud of this great accomplishment. 
<lead applause>

You may be seated.

###

Alumni Speech
(Golden Key Alumni Member) Some chapters remove this part of the script

Good afternoon/evening. My name is ____________________, and I am an alumnus/alumnae of the (college/university name ____________________) chapter of Golden Key. I became a member of the Society in (year __________), and I’ve been involved ever since.

(Alumni member should prepare 2-3 minutes on what GK has meant to him/her over the years, how he/she has stayed involved, and any other tips/reminders to pass along to new members.)

That’s the best thing about Golden Key — it’s a lifetime connection. The opportunities don’t end at graduation. Alumni can remain active in the organization by applying for awards, serving in leadership roles and can continue to take advantage of all of the benefits offered to Society members.  So, get involved and stay involved, and Golden Key will open doors for you that you never even knew existed!

If you would like to find out more about the alumni side of Golden Key, please come see me at the conclusion of this ceremony.











Closing Remarks
(Chapter Vice President or Activities Director)
I thank you for attending this program and would like to close by mentioning some important upcoming dates and activities that you are invited and encouraged to attend. We will be participating this semester/quarter in _______________, __________________ and __________________________.
I invite you to become involved with our chapter. There is something for each of you to be part of regardless of the amount of time you have to commit. 


I would also like to encourage you to run for a Golden Key officer position. (Offer a personal testimonial of how this position has been good for you and why________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________.) As an officer in Golden Key, you have an opportunity to plan activities for the chapter, organize service projects, travel to Summits and have loads of fun. If you have ever considered taking a leadership position, now is your chance to become involved! Feel free to talk with any of the officers or advisors here tonight about their positions if you're interested.
	
As indicated in your program, we will have a meeting on                        in room            of the ___________________at                    .  Officer positions and upcoming activities will be discussed. (Refreshments will be served.) We hope to see you there!

I would like to thank the chapter officers and advisor(s) for their hard work over the past few months. They have worked tirelessly on this event, and I want to commend them on their dedication.
 <lead applause>

We want to thank our registration table staffers (names) ___________________________	, entertainment (name) _________________________________ and photographer (name)   __________________________________. 

This concludes our program but we hope you will join us for refreshments and to meet one another. We encourage each of you to introduce yourself to new people here tonight and begin creating your own Golden Key network. 
Be proud of yourself! This is your time to shine! 
Once again, congratulations and welcome to Golden Key! Have a great afternoon/evening!
###
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